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The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress July 9, 1918 
(amended by an act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to Staff 
Sergeant Andrew D. Kubik, United States Air Force, for gallantry in connection with military 
operations against an armed enemy of the United States near Tactaplo, Afghanistan, on 23 
November 2001. Staff Sergeant Kubik was attached to Operational Detachment Alpha, which 
was attacking north through a valley toward Kandahar, Afghanistan, with a 500-man anti-
Taliban force when they became decisively engaged by a well-planned and executed three-way 
ambush. A withering barrage of anti-aircraft gunfire as well as rocket- propelled grenades and 
small arms fire pinned down the entire team. As a massive volume of fire rained down on them, 
stunning the coalition force, Staff Sergeant Kubik stayed in an exposed position and calmly 



 
 
coordinated emergency close-air support. With devastating effectiveness, Staff Sergeant Kubik 
controlled numerous bombing runs that set the conditions for a counterattack by the Special 
Forces team and anti-Taliban force, which led to the battlefield being swept of enemy forces. 
Staff Sergeant Kubik's decisive actions were overwhelmingly responsible for breaking the back 
of Taliban resistance and cleared the way for the final offensive on Kandahar and subsequent 
victory in southern Afghanistan. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Staff Sergeant Kubik has 
reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 


