
The Team Lackland Historian 
From the 37th Training Wing Office of History & Research 

February 2018                                                                                                                                                           Vol.5 Issue 2 
Lackland Air Force Base 

Trivia 
 
 

This individual enlisted in the 
Army in 1898 and learned to fly 
airplanes, in part, through 
correspondence with the Wright 
brothers; he also became the first 
Chief of the Air Corps and was 
responsible for bringing military 
aviation to San Antonio. 

 
Who is this aviation pioneer? 

 
 
 

Email your answers to 37trw.ho@us.af.mil 
Winner will be selected randomly and awarded a prize.  

 
Jan 2018 correct answer: C.  RB-57 Canberra 

 
January 2018 Trivia Winner 

MSgt Alexander Sotak 37 TRW/SE 
(Wins a $10 AFFES Gift Card!) 

This months featured Team Lackland unit: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Naval Technical Training Center Lackland 

 
The professionals at NTTC Lackland educate, train and develop 
Naval Security Forces and Joint Corrections Specialists for 
worldwide assignments; they build the ‘total Sailor’ that 
embodies integrity, accountability, initiative and toughness 
worthy of begin called: “Guardians of the Fleet”. 

 
 

Kelly Field History 
OPERATION HOMECOMING 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flights bringing former 
American POWs from 
Vietnam began arriving 
on 12 Feb 1973 to Kelly 
AFB.  Crowds of well 
wishers were kept to a 
minimum, but the 
excited family members 
made each arrival a 
festive occasion. 

Overcrowding at Lackland (Feb 1951) 
   

 

The Senate Preparedness Subcommittee, headed by Senator 
Lyndon Johnson, found conditions at Lackland satisfactory but 
denounced Air Force recruiting policies that had led to the 
overcrowded conditions.  In the immediate aftermath of the start 
of the Korean conflict (June 1950), Air Force Recruiting 
‘opened the doors,’ allowing a veritable flood of young people 
who wanted to join the new service to arrive on Lackland.  In 
later years, 
Historians 
called the busy 
situation on 
Lackland the 
‘Korean Blitz.’ 
 

http://www.lackland.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-070608-008.pdf


Lackland’s Global Airpark 
The First F-15 Eagle! 

 

Located in the Global Airpark behind the parade field 
Lackland is home to the very first F-15; tail # 71-
0280 first flew on 27 July 1972.  This aircraft is 
painted as an F-15C from the 58th TFS of Eglin AFB 
from 1991; Captain Cesar Rodriguez flew a similar 
aircraft during Desert Storm downing a MIG 23 and 
29. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      YF-15A-1 MC Eagle, 71-0280 in flight, 3 Aug 1972 

Influenza at Lackland! 
 

 
 
February 1978: More than 400 trainees required 
hospitalization due to the effects of the ‘flu bug’ that came 
to Lackland.  Basic training officials restricted trainees to 
train only with sister flights; there were no unsupervised 
recreational activities and all base and town liberties were 
cancelled. 

 
 

Do you remember the 
“Jet Injector”? 

 
An invention from the US Army  

 

 

 
First published in the Lackland Talespinner 19 Feb 1944  

(The cartoon depicts Aviation Cadets hard at rest!) 
Learn More: 

37 TRW History Office: 37trw.ho@us.af.mil / www.bmtflightphotos.af.mil 
59 MDW History Office: nicholas.brace@us.af.mil      433 AW History Office: 433aw.ho@usaf.mail 

AF Med Service: usaf.jbsa.afmoa.mbx.historian-office@mail.mil  25 AF History: afisraho.wf@us.af.mil 
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